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applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
26 September 2002 (26.09.02) under No. WO 02/074835 

4. TIME LIMfTS for filing a demand for international preliminary examination and for entry into national phase 

The applicable time limit for entering the national phase will, subject to what is said in the following paragraph be 30 MONTHS 
from the priority date, not only in respect of any elected Office If a demand for international preliminary examination is filed 
before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date, but also in respect of any designated Office, in the absence of 
filing of such demand, where Article22(l) as modified with effect from 1 April 2002 applies in respect of the designated Office. 
For further details, see PCT Gazette No.44/2001 of 1 November 2001, pages 19926. 19932 andl9934. as well as the PCT News- 
letter. October and November 2001 and February 2002 issues. 

In practice, time limits other than the 30-month time limit will continue to apply, for various periods of time, in respect of certain 
designated or elected Offices. For regular updates on the applicable time limits (20,21,30 or 31 months , or other time limit), 
Office by Office, refer .to the PCT Gazette, the PCT Newsletter and the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume II, National Chapters, all 
available from WIPO's Internet site, at http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/index.html. 

For filing a demand for intemational preliminary examination, see the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume I/A, Chapter IX. Only an 
an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter 11 has the right to file a demand 
for international preliminary examination (at present, all PCT Contracting States are bound by Chapter II.) 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor all these limits. 





The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

J. Zahra 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.91.11 



Form PCT/IB/308 (April 2002) 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



Jd^ INFORMATION CONCERNING ELECTED 
OFFICES NOTIFIED OF THEIR ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61 .3) 



To: 



IMAMURA, Masazumi 
8th Floor, Kyobashl-Nisshoku 
BIdg., 8-7, Kyobashi 1-chome 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0031 
Japan 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

26 September 2002 (26.09.02) . 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
A2n20A 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP02/02542 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

18 March 2002 (18.03.02) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

19 March 2001 (19.03.01) 


Applicant 

AMATO PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS,LTD. et al 



1. The applicant is hereby informed that the International Bureau has, according to Article 31 (7). notified each of the followinq 
Offices of its election: 

EP :AT,BE,CH,CY,DE,DK,ES,FI,FR,GB,GR,IE,IT,LU,MC,NUPT,SEJR 
National :AU,BG,CA,CN,DE,GB,IL,KR,MN,NO,PURO,RU,SK,US 

2. The following Offices have waived the requirement for the notification of their election; the notification will be sent to them 
by the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AP :GH,GM,KE,LS,MW,M2,SD,SUSZ,TZ,UG,2M,ZW 
EA :AM,AZ,BY,KG,KZ,MD,RU,TJ,TM 

OA :BF,BJ,CF,CG,CI,CM,GA,GN,GQ,GW,MUMR,NE,SN,TDJG 

National :AE,AG,AL,AM,AT,AZ,BA,BB,BR,BY,BZ,CH,C0,CR,CU,C2,DK,DM,DZ,EC,EE, 

ES,FI,GaGE,GH,GM,HR,HU,IDJN,IS,KE,KG,KZ,LaLK,LR,LS,LT,LU,LV,MA,MaMG, ' 

MK,MW,MX,MZ,NZ,OM,PH,PT,SD,SE,SG,SI,SLJJJMJNJR,TT,TZ,UA,UG,UZ,VN,YU, 
ZA,2M,ZVy 

3. The applicant Is reminded that he must enter the "national phase" before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date 
before each of the Offices listed above. This must be done by paying the national fee(s) and furnishing . if prescribed, a 
translation of the international application (Article 39(1){a)), as well as, where applicable, by furnishing a translation of any 
annexes of the international preliminary examination report (Article 36(3)(b) and Rule 74.1). 

Some offices have fixed time limits expiring later than the above-mentioned time limit For detailed information about the 
applicable time limits and the acts to be performed upon entry into the national phase before a particular Office, see Volume tl 

of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

The entry into the European regional phase is postponed until 31 months from the priority date for all States designated for 
the purposes of obtaining a European patent. 



The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20.Swttzeriand 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer: 

J. Zahra 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/lB/332 (September 1997) 
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PATENT COOPERATION 



TY 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 
OF COPIES OF TRANSLATION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL PREUMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 72.2) 



Date of mailing (day/month^e8.r) 
25 March 2003 (25.03.03) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
A21120A 



International application No. 
PCT/JP02/02542 



To: 



IMAMURA, Masazumi 
8th Floor, Kyobashi-Nisshoku 
Bidg., 8-7, Kyobashi 1-chome 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0031 
Japan 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



international filing date (day/month/year) 

• 18 March 2002 (18.03.02) 



Applicant 



AMATO PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS,LTD. et al 



1. Transmittal of the translation to the applicant 

The International Bureau transnnits herewith a copy of the English translation nnade by the 
International Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 



2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been 
transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

EP,CA,CN,RO,US 



The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, 
will receive copies of that translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AP,EA,AE,AG,AUAM,AT,AU,A2,BA,BB,BG,BR,BY,BZ,CH,C0,CR,CU,CZ,DE,DK,DM,DZ,EC,EE,ES, 
FI,GB,GD,GE,GH,GM,HR,HU,ID,IL,IN,IS,kE,KG,KR,KZ,LC,LK,LR,LS,LT,LU,LV,MA,MD,MG,MK, 
MN,MW,MX,MZ,N0,NZ,0M,PH,PUPT,RU,SD,SE,SG,SI,SK,SUTJ,TM,TN,TR,TT,T2,UA,UG,UZ,VN, 
YU,ZA,ZM,ZW,OA 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Office(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be 
furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected 
Office concerned (Rule 74.1). See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 



The International Bureau of WlPO 


Authorized officer 


34. chemin des Colombettes 


Eliott PERETTI (Fax 338 9090) 


1211 Geneva 20. Switzeriand 


FacsimiJe No. (41-22)338.90.90 


Telephone No. (41-22)338 9906 



Form PCT/IB/338 (July 1 996) 5542659 



PATENT COOPERATION ^aPATY 



PCX 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant *s or agent *s file reference 
A21120A 


BVM> mmravD Ar-Tinw SccNotjficationorrransmittaloflntcmational Preliminary 
TOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/4 1 6) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP02/02542 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
18 March 2002 (18.03.02) 


Priority dale {day/month/year) 

. 19 March 2001 (19.03.01) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

CG8G 63/78. C07C 67/00, 69/68, C07D 323/00. C08G 63/08. C08L 67/04 


Applicant 

AMATO PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS,LTD. 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
« — ' amended and arc the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Adminisu^tive Instructions under the PCT). 



.These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 

Priority 



Lack of unity of invention 



I 


12^ 


11 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


vn 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects' in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



Dale of submission of the demand 

18 March 2002 (18.03.02) 


Date of completion of this report 

10 June 2002(10.06.02) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/lPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATION 



ELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Internationa] application No. 

PCT/JP02/02542 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the intemationa) application:^ 
the intemationa) application as originally filed 

I 1 the description: 

pages 

pages . 

pages 



. as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the tetter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages ^ 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



..filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



^, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages ■ 

pages . 

pages 



, as originally filed 

^, filed with the demand 



..filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Autliority in the following language [ \ which is; 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48,3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

|~| the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
5- I — I beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do no! contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70 J 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



<A^^LIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT ^jj 



J International application No. 
PCT/JP02/02542 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Qaims 1-7 . YES 

Qaims NO 

Inventive step OS) Claims I.7 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-7 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: WO, 00-24804, Al (Toyobo Co., Ltd.), 4 May, 2000 (04.05.00) 
Claims 1-6 

The subject matters of cliaims 1-6 appear to involve aoi inventive step in view of document 1 cited in the 
ISR. 

Document 1 does not describe polymerization of lactide in the presence of a compound expressed by Me- 
N (R')(R^) (where Me represents an alkaline metal and and respectively represent aliphatic groups or 
aromatic groups independently). On the other hand, the present invention thereby displays an advantageous 
effect that a mixture of chain and cyclic lactic acid oligomers can be produced efficiently. 

Claim? 

The subject matter of claim 7 appears to involve an inventive step in view of document 1 cited in the ISR. 
Document 1 does not describe a.mixture of lactic acid oligomers comprising a chain lactic acid oligomer 
and a cyclic lactic acid oligomer. On the other hand, the present invention thereby displays an advantageous 
effect that the mixture thus produced is useful as a tm^or cell proliferation inhibitor, an anti-malignant tumor 
agent, a cancer transfer preventive agent, a QOL enhancer for cancer patients, an immunity activator, a ' 
therapeutic agent for diabetes, an anti-obesity agent, a glycogen accumulation accelerator, a physical strength 
promoter, health food and supplement food. . 



Fonn PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



